
APPENDIX 1 
 

BARROW HIGHWAYS ADVISORY SUB-GROUP 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Barrow Highways Advisory Sub-Group held on 
Wednesday, 3 April 2019 at 10.15 am at Conference Room, Nan Tait Centre, 
Barrow-in-Furness, LA14 1LG 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr W McEwan (Chair) 
 

Mr D English 
Mr D Gawne 
Mr KR Hamilton 
 

Mr B Shirley 
Mr R Worthington 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mrs L Harker - Senior Democratic Services Officer 
Ms T Ingham - Area Manager - Barrow 
Mr K Tetchner - Highways Network Manager 
 
 
 
(1) Mr S Bray and Mr J Reade representatives from Highways England and 

Mr G Robson, Planning Enforcement Officer, Barrow Borough Council 
attended for agenda item 3 – Update from Highways England (minute 41 
refers). 

 
(2) Mr K Jackson, representative from Cumbria Police Authority attended for 

agenda item 5 – Update from Cumbria Police Authority (minute 43 refers). 

 
 

39 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr W McPhail, Mr S Solsby and 
Mr M Worth. 
 
 
40 MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Sub-Group held on 8 February 2019 were 
confirmed as circulated. 
 
 
 
 
 



41 UPDATE FROM HIGHWAYS ENGLAND 
 
(Jonathan Reade and Simon Bray, representatives from Highways England 
attended for this item of business). 
 
The Sub-Group received a verbal update from Highways England (HE) 
representatives which focused on the management of roadworks on the A590. 
 
Members raised their concerns regarding the works undertaken at Canal Foot and it 
was acknowledged that there was a need for Highways England to improve the 
management of third party roadworks by building better relationships.   
 
Members were informed that utility companies had a legal right to undertake any 
necessary works on the infrastructure in consultation with HE.  It was explained that 
following notice for works to be undertaken HE would check there were no other 
conflicts on the network and ensure proposals were safe, checking that traffic 
management was in accordance with guidelines.  They also sought to advise on 
appropriate signage, markings, traffic management and preferred times of 
operation.  It was highlighted that manual signals were encouraged to try and 
eliminate congestion.  It was explained that HE had no control regarding the traffic 
management contractor and it was noted they were often sub-contractors of the 
utility company.   
 
The Sub-Group were informed that HE undertook regular inspections of works.  It 
was highlighted there were often challenges once the works had started to ensure 
they were completed as soon as possible to avoid unnecessary disruption on the 
network.   
 
Members were informed that following resurfacing schemes there was an 
expectation that utility companies would not carry out further works on the particular 
stretch of road for the following two years unless it was deemed an emergency. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the need to establish a Co-ordination Group, 
which would include representation from all parties including the HE, local 
authorities and utility representatives, to improve communications and eliminate bad 
practice.  It was confirmed that the Highways Network Manager would raise this with 
an appropriate officer of the County Council. 
 
The Planning Enforcement Officer, Barrow Borough Council and members then 
drew attention to the influx of commercial advertising on the A590.  Whilst 
supporting local businesses concerns were raised regarding location and lack of 
maintenance of the trailers which affected public safety on the highway.  It was felt 
that a change in culture and perception was required.  Representatives from HE 
agreed with the concerns raised and confirmed that whilst they already did remove 
advertising on their land they would support the Authority’s initiatives to deal with the 
issues.   
 
Members welcomed the support of HE, highlighting the need to action the issues in 
a positive manner so as to alleviate the problems, emphasising the need to create a 
consistent approach with all stakeholders.  It was explained that case law was being 



sought from the County Council’s Legal Team to ensure the correct process was 
followed through the appropriate Act.  It was noted that following receipt of advice 
the County Council and Barrow Borough Council would draft a process for 
discussion at a future Barrow Highways Sub-Group meeting. 
 
The Sub-Group then drew attention to the lack of resilience on the A590 and 
emphasised the need for bypasses and alternative routes.  Members were informed 
that HE were in consultation with Cumbria County Council and local businesses and 
were carrying out a study to look at the wider economic benefits in investment on 
the A590.  It was highlighted that Transport for the North recognised the issues.  
The need for an Economic Benefit Study was emphasised as critical to recognise 
the need for major investment. 
 
Members were informed that a feasibility study had been undertaken on parts of the 
A590 and a design was being progressed for the area around Newby Bridge.  It was 
also noted that junction improvements in Ulverston Town Centre were being 
investigated. 
 
The Sub-Group were informed that a group had been formed consisting of relevant 
partners to lobby for improved infrastructure on the A590. 
 
The Chair, on behalf of members, thanked HE for their update. 
 
 
42 UPDATE FROM STAGECOACH 
 
This item was withdrawn from the agenda as the Stagecoach representative had 
tendered his apologies for the meeting. 
 
 
43 UPDATE FROM CUMBRIA POLICE AUTHORITY 
 
(Kevin Jackson, Cumbria Police, attended for this item of business). 
 
The Sub-Group were informed that the Constabulary had met with Highways 
England regarding the number of incidents in the area of the service station at 
Newby Bridge with a view to finding a long-term solution to alleviate the problems. 
 
A discussion took place regarding road safety issues and members were informed 
that due to the change in seasons it was anticipated those incidents would reduce.  
It was explained that a number of the accidents were due to pedestrians failing to 
judge the speed and distance of vehicles correctly.  Members were informed that 
the Force were looking at the provision of visibility jackets to community groups 
whilst encouraging them to promote eye tests to the public. 
 
The Sub-Group were informed that following issues regarding speeding vehicles at 
Biggar Bank the option of chicanes being installed in the road in an attempt to slow 
down the traffic was being investigated. 
 



A concern was raised regarding speeding on Holker Street and it was agreed this 
would be monitored. 
 
The Sub-Group discussed the problems incurred due to the traffic lights on 
Cornwallis Street and it was agreed the Highways Network Manager would 
investigate this matter and report back. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the agreed additional signage at Quarry Brow and 
the Highways Network Manager agreed to find out whether the works had been 
carried out and report back direct. 
 
The Highways Network Manager was informed that the solar panel light regarding 
the discretionary speed limit on Roose Road was out of action and it was agreed he 
would investigate this matter. 
 
Members were informed that a number of Community Speed Watch Voluntary 
Groups were being set up in the Barrow area.  During the course of discussion the 
Police Officer confirmed that pedestrian crossings did slow traffic down. 
 
The Chair, on behalf of members, thanked Cumbria Police for their update. 
 
 
44 SCHOOL CROSSING PATROLS 
 
The Area Manager Barrow drew attention to the School Crossing Patrols Service 
Procedure. 
 
Members were informed that the Service Procedure was in accordance with the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents guidelines.  The Sub-Group felt that 
the criteria used was not appropriate for the Barrow area.  During the course of 
discussion members suggested that the appropriate Scrutiny Board should have 
been afforded the opportunity to consider the Procedure prior to implementation.  It 
was agreed that the Highways Network Manager would investigate who had agreed 
the Procedure and report back to members. 
 
The local Member for Dalton North drew attention to a school crossing patrol 
vacancy at Chapel Street Infant School, Dalton-in-Furness and, following a 
recruitment campaign undertaken by himself, a possible candidate for the position.   
 
Following discussion members agreed that the Area Manager Barrow arrange that a 
technical assessment of the Chapel Street site be undertaken to assess whether a 
school crossing patrol service was feasible and justified at the location.   
 
The local Member for Ormsgill raised a concern regarding the lack of a School 
Crossing Patrol at Victoria Junior School and the Area Manager agreed to 
investigate this matter and report back direct. 
 
The local Member for Hawcoat drew attention to a survey which had been 
undertaken in relation to the feasibility of a School Crossing Patrol at 
St Paul’s School.  He informed members that there was a 30 mph speed limit 



outside the school and over a five day average (Monday to Friday) 7,578 vehicles 
per day passed the School, of those, 18% were speeding which gave a total of 
1,364 speeding vehicles per day.  He highlighted that 30-40 mph was referred to as 
a kill zone. 
 
The local Member, whilst acknowledging that the School had a School Crossing 
Patrol, raised his concerns at the statistics and requested that a pedestrian crossing 
outside St Paul’s School also be considered.  He highlighted the number of elderly 
pedestrians and people with learning difficulties, as well as school children, who 
would benefit from a crossing.   
 
It was agreed that a technical assessment, using data from the previous survey, 
would be undertaken and a report would be considered at the next meeting of 
Barrow Highways Sub-Group. 
 
 
45 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
(1) On behalf of the local Member for Walney North concerns were raised 

regarding the very poor condition of most of the pink walkways on North 
Walney and the paving on the Promenade, highlighting that kerbs were level 
with the roadway.  He sought assurances that work would be undertaken in 
accordance with the existing Policy. 

 
(2) The local Member for Dalton North raised his concerns regarding the 

disrepair of the road surface on Market Street, Dalton highlighting the high 
volume of traffic which used the route.  Whilst he acknowledged that the 
prioritised list of schemes had been agreed for 2019/20 asked that a 
resurfacing scheme be considered in the future.  The Highways Network 
Manager agreed to investigate this matter and arrange a priority assessment 
as necessary.  

 
(3) The local Member for Dalton North raised his concerns regarding the junction 

at Abbey Road/Market Street, Dalton and requested that a survey of the area 
be undertaken as soon as possible.  The Highways Network Manager 
explained that due to the end of the financial year this would take longer than 
usual but would be undertaken as soon as possible. 

 
(4) The local Member for Hawcoat informed the Sub-Group that following 

agreement of the Review of Traffic Regulations 2018/19 – Variation Order No 
39 Proposals the extension of the additional road markings on 
Elterwater Crescent were still outstanding.  The Highways Network Manager 
agreed to investigate this. 

 
(5) The local Member for Dalton South asked if the gulley cleansing on 

Market Street, Dalton-in-Furness could be investigated as he thought only 
one side of the road had been cleansed. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
(6) Members held a discussion regarding the deteriorating condition of 

Bridge Road.  It was explained that the number of large vehicles which were 
visiting BAE had contributed to the problems incurred on the road.  The 
Sub-Group were informed that the scheme would be included in a list of 
largescale resurfacing schemes which were required but, in the meantime, 
discussions were taking place with BAE with regards to financial contributions 
from them for the scheme.  During the course of discussion a suggestion was 
made to implement a weight restriction on the road. 

 
 The Highways Network Manager informed the Sub-Group that as an interim 

measure an option to resurface the highway was being investigated. 
 
The Chair of the Local Committee requested that all highway matters be considered 
by the Highways Sub-Group in the first instance. 
 
 
46 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was noted that the next meeting of the Sub-Group would be held on Friday 
14 June 2019 at 10.15 am at the Nan Tait Centre, Barrow-in-Furness. 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 12.50 pm 


